“Heading Home," multimedia,
by Caraole Gourvellec.

See artist’s profile on page 6
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WILTON, NH
Founded:

« First part of the township
“Salem-Canada® In 1735

« Regranted as "Mumber
Two® In 1749

« Incorporated as “Wilton® in 1762
County: Hillsborough
Land Acknowledgment:
= Pennacook

« Wabanaki (Dawnland
Confederacy)

= Abenakl

Population: 3,677
Elevation: 384 feet
Area: 25.8 square milss



“The community In Willon and
1 rlu.lohnmuull 15 phienomenal,” she says.

Shi's glad to be giving back in her own
way.

“We work with a lot of local people and
vaterans, and | think that's a big draw
I truly befbeve the wiy to go Uhese days
is that we all have to work together,” dhe
Says.

Dhewite works with veteran farmers
fov goarce Jocn ] meats and produce and
specialty items such as honey and leather
Promoting healthy eating is a priority for
her, and she aims to provide a selection of
non-GMO, ghuten-tree foods that “don't
aste like cardboard,” she says.

While it can be challenging to source
the foods without buying in bulk, she's
coming up with creative collaborations.

“We have a lot of local vendars that are
willing to work with us, and [ think that's
a key thing,” she says,

Mot only {5 she grateful for her regular
customers but also for the new faces

that arrive downtown during programs

comprelinated by the Wilton NH Main
Street Association, For instance, just
before the holidays, the town enfoved
‘Wander Through Wilton, which gave
bocals a chance to shop the aostalgic
downbewi — from anthgue stoges,
bomtloques and salons, w0 o range of
Impressive food je spots,

Another Main Street favorite is the
Wilton Town Hall Theatre, bl in 1886
and originally used as o playhosse for
traveling shows. Now fully equipped to
offer movie expiriences with impressive
sound and picture, the theatre draws
Iocals in to munch freshly popped
popeorn and take in a range of intellectual
and artistic films. The theatre can also be
rented for privite viewings and remains a
fuxture for film kovers in the regioa.

“Especially the way the world is
nowadavs, vou peed the community
behind you, and | think Wilton has that”
Dewitz says.

Take, for instance, the success of the
poputar coffee stop, LocalShare. It's an
extension of nearly Flowshare Farm, a
farming community where people witha
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range of abilities live and work together in
an inclesive neighborhood.

Al LocalShare, visiors can find
beautiful. handmade goods created by
ressdents of Plowshare and other bocal
crafters. The echectic space is also homa o
a coffiee shop, craft studio. and gathering
space for community members.

O the subsect of thind places, Hilltop
Caflid, situated in an [8th-century
farmbouse, is a go-to for locals, as well.
Dining is otfered by reservation and
features a mouthwatering farm.fresh,
environmentally and socially responsible
e

And there's more b this Lny own
OF course, if vou're talking commuinity,
a wisil o the Ternple- Wilton Community
Farm (TWCF) is also a mnest, The fitrm has
been in operation since 1986 and moved
to Wilton about 20 years ago. The current
kocation on Abbot Hill provides proximity
o bath the High Mowing and Pine Hill
schools.

“The schools anllhe[aml,al.ungwith
other institutions in the area, grow out
of the same movement for humian and
social repewal. based on the philosophy

Menadneck Table  ; [rul’

of Resdolf Steines,” savs Brian Drayton,
president of the board of Trastess.

The town has sspported the farm in
myelad ways over the year, and TWCF i
grateful for the region’s commigment 1o
local furmiing

“Chur mission is 1o create a seli
renewling, biodynamic farm organism
— soil, animals, gardens, woods, wild
creatures and people — one of whose
products {5 pourishing food,” Dravion
sy

He points to the emotional and spiritual
benefits of green spaces, biodiversity, and
community as additional benefits.

While the farm's core team is comprised
of men and women highty skilled in
growing food, raising animals, and
building community, TWCF thinks of
their C5A members as farmers, too.

“They all share in the financial risks and
thie poys of & good harvest” Diayton says

Each winter, TWCF creates an
estimated budget. Then membsers commit
toa pledge amount for their bouseholds,
allowing them fo enjoy vegetables and
milk diring the growing season.

"Members are supporting the farm as
awhole ... rather than paying for specific
amotfits of food.” Dravion says.

Folks use what they need whiile being
comsiderate of others and purchase otler
foods, such as eqps and yogurt. af a slight
discount.

The farm store reinalns open during
winter, I"IIII'IH.I”!' supplying root
vopetables, dairy items, and other goods
made in the area, like bread and cookies
Locals are encouraged to stop by the store
and find more infio at twofarm. com.

“The climate is changing fast, and this
is having an impact on farms and on food
security,” Drayton notes.

TWCF is working to be as sustainshle
and resilient as possible, which he sees as a
broader theme

He says, " This also mesns working
o build the community fife so that our
members and the wider community can
celebrate the gifts of the earth and the
seasons and undertake the hard work of
agriculiure with gratitude and hope™ &




